Dead Poet's Society
(1989, Drama)

Words and Expressions that You may not Know

	OK boys, settle down!
	calm down!

	The four pillars of Welton: Tradition, Honor, Discipline, Excellence
	

	fervent dedication
	passionate or intense

	thrilling ceremony
	

	You have some big shoes to fill!
	a way of saying that a family member you are being compared to, did an excellent job in sth you are going to do yourself

	vaporizer
	little device that produces steam to help deal with a cold

	Looks like a stiff!
	slang for a dead body, or in this case, an unappealing person

	Don't mind him! He's born with his foot in his mouth!
	ignore him, he's always talking stupid/foolish

	travesty
	an imitation. Common phrase is "a travesty of justice"

	bootlicking
	Crude adjective for a person willing to do anything to please another

	Valedictorian
	student with the best grades in class. He usually presents a speech at the graduation ceremony

	extra-curricular activities
	activities outside of classes

	you should drop the annual
	"to drop" sth is to give it up, "the annual" is the annual book of the class

	Tell him off!
	"to tell someone off" is to yell or curse at him

	I urge you not to test me on this point!
	don't challenge me


Mr. Keating arrives to teach poetry. The boys find themselves with a very passionate and rebellious teacher in a very conservative school.
	"Oh, captain, my captain!"
	

	dispel rumors, so that they won't fester into facts
	"to dispel" is to eliminate. "To fester" is to generate pus, or to rot

	a 98 pound weakling
	very weak

	They were throwing Byron in my face!
	he didn't really understand Byron

	"Carpe Diem!"
	"seize the day" or more generally "live life to the fullest"

	We are food for worms, lads!
	we will all die and our dead bodies will feed worms

	full of hormones
	body chemicals, often meaning sexual hormones

	The world is their oyster!
	they can do whatever they want

	now they're fertilizing daffodils
	again, a reference to the fact that all people die and return to the ground. Fertilizer" is food for plants and "daffodil" is a flower.

	their legacy to you
	sth handed down to future generations

	Let's go, hustle up!
	hurry up

	I'll second that!
	I agree with what was just said

	Suit yourself!
	do whatever you want

	he's the spitting image of his father
	look just like


Mr. Keating explains how to appreciate poetry.

	Excrement!
	

	Poetry is not American Bandstand!
	A famous TV show in which pop musicians sang their songs.

	Rip it out!
	to remove it by tearing it out

	the casualty could be your heart and soul
	a "casualty" is an injury or death. "Soul" is the part of you that is spiritual or not physical (theoretically lives forever)

	you will learn to savor words
	"to savor" is to smell or taste with much pleasure or intensity

	Huddle up!
	come together in a tightly packed, small group

	the powerful play goes on and you may contribute a verse
	

	I never pegged you as a cynic
	regard sb as sceptical


The boys discover "the Dead Poet's Society" founded by Mr. Keating when he had been a student and they decide to reconvene this club.

	Mr. Keating was a hell raiser
	sb who causes a lot of trouble and commotion

	they were dedicated to sucking the marrow out of the bones of life!
	wanted to live life to the fullest

	poetry rolled off our tongues like honey
	we easily created and spoke poetry

	this stroll down amnesia lane
	a "stroll" is a relaxed walk

	demented
	mad men, crazy

	“People lead lives of quiet desperation”
	a famous quote by the American writer Thoreau, implying that people are very unhappy with their lives


Despite his father's wishes, Neal decides to follow his heart and become an actor
	open try-outs
	open auditions

	to meet enemies undaunted
	not scared

	We're not laughing at you, but near you!
	not laughing at you, but with you


Todd discovers that in every shy kid, there is a poet trying to escape.
	say it, even if it's gibberish
	nonsensical words

	as you wail and cry and scream
	"to wail" is to cry in a high pitched voice

	Knock it off!
	be quiet! or stop it!

	the saxophone is more sonorous
	pleasant sounding

	their own stride
	this refers to the way or speed of walking

	to illustrate the point of conformity
	"conformity" is the process of acting like everybody else

	the herd (may go)
	people acting in conformity

	the road diverged and I took the one less travelled
	"to diverge" is to separate


"The Dead Poet's Society" faces its first crisis as the school discovers what is occurring
	expulsion from this school
	the act of being expelled or kicked out of an organization

	a collect call
	a telephone call in which the receiver pays for it

	this is daring
	it takes courage to do it


Neil faces his own crisis in deciding whether to act, or follow his father's wishes.

	put someone up to
	to encourage him to do it

	you're playing the part of the dutiful son
	obedient or very respectful

	you're not an indentured servant
	person who must work a long time to pay off a debt

	acting is not a whim for you
	a sudden idea or desire

	he'll let me stay with it, if I keep up the school work
	continue to do it


Neil's father learns a terrible lesson, and Welton Academy looks for someone to blame.

	Why do you insist on defying us?
	oppose or resist

	he will be missed
	

	we intend to conduct a thorough inquiry
	in depth investigation

	That's it! We are all fried.
	in very big trouble

	He's a fink!
	one who tells the authorities about the misdeeds of others

	You think they'll just let it blow over?
	if sth "blows over", it gradually fades away without having any long term consequences

	Schools go down for this
	are destroyed

	They need a scapegoat
	

	He's a rat!
	a fink (see above)

	Mr. Keating put us up to it
	actively encourage us to do it

	You’ve just signed your expulsion papers!
	


